
SENSORY GUIDE
“Above and Beyond” is a great exhibit with lots of interactive displays. There are some things that 
you will want to know before taking your family, especially those that have difficulty with sensory 
regulation (sounds, lights, crowds, etc.)

Because everyone experiences their environment in a different way, we have broken down the 
exhibit by sensory area and some of the things to expect: 

Visual

When you walk into the museum initially, the lighting is fairly muted. As you walk into the actual 
exhibit, the area is less bright, with lighting on the exhibits. There is a large video with 3 screens 
as the first part of the experience. It can be a bit overwhelming, as it surrounds you on 3 sides. It 
is an introduction for the exhibit and is optional if you find it overwhelming. The lighting is pretty 
consistent throughout the exhibit, with some muted flashing with the interactive displays. There is 
a lot of reading involved in this display, and may be difficult for those that have limited attention. 
In the main part of the museum, with the mammoth, there is a video wall display depicting nature 
scenes. The display covers the wall and can be visually overwhelming when it moves. This can also 
be visually soothing with waterfalls and animals. 

Auditory

The display is set in a large exhibit hall that is open to the second level, and there are some curtains 
and partitions that help dampen the sound. The sound can have a bit of an echo throughout the hall. 
There is background noise of the interactive displays and can be distracting. It mostly adds to the 
amount of total background noise.  When the exhibit is crowded, the noise level increases; however, 
the general acoustics keep the sound level down. 

Tactile

There are some interactive stations that have learning opportunities about space. The displays have 
many buttons, levers and knobs and require different levels of pressure to engage. Textures are 
generally glass panels or plastic knobs with no real aversive textures.  
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Kinesthetic

There are so many places to move and interact.  The displays are spaced well to allow for 
unrestricted movement. Some of the interactive displays require some movement such as flapping 
wings. There is a space elevator that simulates moving through the atmosphere while you stand. 

Accommodations 

The museum is ADA compliant, meaning they have ramps, elevators, information in audio and Braille, 
accessible bathrooms, etc. They also offer many benches to rest, and even portable seats you can 
use. The flight simulator display has one station that allows for wheelchair use. The staff works 
well with all visitors, understanding that some have higher needs. This display contains many fun 
displays, it can exciting and overwhelming. Knowing that, the museum is prepared to offer quiet 
places to calm if needed. Don’t hesitate to ask where you can go for a timeout. They will also gently 
remind when to touch and when it is not appropriate. 

Prepare your child

Talk about what they will experience, so that they can be prepared before they walk in. Allow your 
child to acclimate to the environment at their own pace. If your child tends to get overwhelmed, 
work on a code word they can use to alert you to help. Allow them to interact and ask questions. If 
your child has items that help with sensory regulation, such as a blanket, ear coverings or glasses, 
bring them along. 

Museum tips

•	 Backpacks: The museum has created backpacks that have interactive activities that go with 
permanent displays (the mammoth for example). Check them out for your child to have more 
hands-on learning opportunity. If you ask for the Mammoth backpack, it comes with noise-
canceling headphones you can use throughout the museum. 

•	 Docents: These people want you to have a great experience and they know the ins and outs of 
the museum. Ask them questions - if they don’t know they will find out! 

•	 Quiet areas: The museum has many quiet corners and benches to take a break if needed. As the 
“Above and Beyond” display will be large and intimidating, you may check out the children’s room 
for a quieter place to decompress. We suggest the kid-sized teepee, log cabin or caves. The large 
visual wall on the main floor offers visually appealing nature scenes and sounds that may be 
calming as well.  

•	 Peak times and call ahead: If you or your child have difficulty with crowds, avoid peak times 
such as after-school and saturdays. During the day, school groups may come as well. You can call 
ahead and ask what traffic is like. If you do, it may be helpful to identify your need at that time. 

Interactive learning using our senses is vitally important in child development. This display is 
packed with great learning experiences and is fun for kids of all ages!   
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