SENSORY GUIDE

“Above and Beyond” is a great exhibit with lots of interactive displays. There are some things that
you will want to know befaore taking your family, especially those that have difficulty with sensory
regulation (sounds, lights, crowds, etc.)

Because everyone experiences their environment in a different way, we have broken down the
exhibit by sensory area and some of the things to expect:

Visual

When you walk into the museum initially, the lighting is fairly muted. As you walk into the actual
exhibit, the area is less bright, with lighting on the exhibits. There is a large video with 3 screens
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Kinesthetic

There are so many places to move and interact. The displays are spaced well to allow for
unrestricted movement. Some of the interactive displays require some movement such as flapping
wings. There is a space elevator that simulates moving through the atmosphere while you stand.

Accommodations

The museum is ADA compliant, meaning they have ramps, elevators, information in audio and Braille,
accessible bathrooms, etc. They also offer many benches to rest, and even portable seats you can
use. The flight simulator display has one station that allows for wheelchair use. The staff works
well with all visitors, understanding that some have higher needs. This display contains many fun
displays, it can exciting and overwhelming. Knowing that, the museum is prepared to offer quiet
places to calm if needed. Don’t hesitate to ask where you can go for a timeout. They will also gently
remind when to touch and when it is not appropriate.

Prepare your child

Talk about what they will experience, so that they can be prepared befare they walk in. Allow your
child to acclimate to the environment at their own pace. If your child tends to get overwhelmed,
work on a code word they can use to alert you to help. Allow them to interact and ask questions. If
your child has items that help with sensory regulation, such as a blanket, ear coverings or glasses,
bring them along.

Museum tips
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